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proceeded in quite another fashion, for he put his
people in order noiselessly and had them armed by
squads,—rather to keep in check the Savages inside,
although he had placed them in an enclosure where
they could not harm us, than to protect himself
against the Hiroquois. Now as this swaggering
canoe appeared from time to time,—to attract some
French or Savages into their ambuscades, as we con-
jectured,— Monsieur the Governor, seeing that a lit-
tle wind was rising, orders a bark to weigh anchor
and spread its sails, to go and reconnoitre. This
command was executed almost as soon as given; the
bark turns toward the place where the Hiroquois
were, the canoe disappears; the bark advances and
discovers the enemy, who were moving about, part
upon the river, part upon the edge of the woods.
Sieur Nicolet, [292i.e.,288] who was guiding the
bark, reported that there were about five hundred men
well armed; he wished to approach them, but, fear-
ing he would run aground, he could not get within
musket-range of them. As he saw some crawling
into the reeds, he fired a shot from the brass cannon,
so skillfully, that the other Savages were seen to pick
up the bodies of the wounded or dying, as far as they
could judge. They perceived also in a canoe some
men, whose heads only were visible. They thought
that these were the poor Hurons captured the day
before, whom they were holding as prisoners.

You may imagine that we kept up a careful watch;
in truth, we blessed God with all our hearts for hav-
ing led Monsieur the Governor to the three Rivers
at this time. He put everything in so good order,
among both the French and the Savages, that there
was cause to praise our Lord for the method and reso-



